
BELL INS Buffalo Detention Center 
Batavia, New York

The Buffalo INS Federal Detention Center is an example 
of Bell’s ability to exceed client expectations. Finished 
four months ahead of schedule, construction for this 
$24.9 million facility earned Bell high marks for attention 
to quality, design intent, schedule and budget.

Situated on a 22.5-acre site, the complex consists of four 
free-standing buildings with small connecting links. Direct 
supervision housing units are divided into three housing 
pods--one containing cells, one containing dormitory 
housing, and one with both. The facility’s comprehensive 
program includes:

•	 a low-security zone containing the executive office for 
immigration Review Court, INS Court Attorney’s office, 
administration area and deportation office

•	 a primary secure zone, including security command 
and central control, as well as dormitory housing, 
single-cell housing, double-cell housing and medical 
housing beds.

•	 detainee recreation, laundry, food service, library 
facilities

•	 a secure area with restricted detainee movement, 
including health care facilities, service facilities, utility 
areas and staff training.

The design/build team worked closely with INS 
representative to develop the design for this facility, 
which features a harmonious blend of concrete, brick 
unit masonry and synthetic stucco that compliments the 
regional character.
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